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RECKEATIOK 


General 


Physical 


1.  In  the  United  States  there  is  presently  underway  a 
declining  of  the  nmriber  of  hoiirs  in  an  average  work  week 
and  an  expected  increasing  demand  for  recreation. 

(KAPC  Regional  Athletic  Facilities  for  Greater  Boston,  I968) 

2.  Concurrent  ■vri.th  this  decrease  of  working  hours  is  the  increase 
in  the  adolescent  age  bracket.  This  is  the  age  group  that 

most  frequently  uses  recreation  facilities.  (  IIAPC) 

3.  In  a  recent  survey,  TYp   of  the  Boston  sai'iiple  responded 
that  they  liked  to  participate  in  some  sort  of  sport  or 
athletic  activity.  (  United  Commiinity  Services.  Community 
Research  Project.  April  196?  ) 

\\,   According  to  national  surveys,  the  next  10  years  will 

see  a  2^%   increase  in  demand  for  v;ater-ori anted  recreation 

facilities.   (  Water  Oriented  Recreation  Benefits.  Federal 

Water  Pollution  Control.  July  19o5^  Because  of  the  location 

of  the  Nev7  Commimity  we  cou2d  envision  it  as  a  regional  center  for 

summing  and  boating  facilities. 

5.  Most  of  the  existing  physical  recreation  facilities 
in  Boston  vrere  built  about  50  years  ago.  There  is  an 
overall  need  for  new  local  recreational  facilities  as  well  as 
facilities  geared  to  a  regional  scale.  (  Recreation,  To'urism, 
and  Vacationing.  MDC  )   (  see  also  Mass.  Recreation  Study, 
195^- ^- 


1.  Seventy  percent  of  recreation  activity  in  Massachusetts 
occurs  near  the  home.  This  will  be  a  strong  factor  in 

the  design  of  residential  complexes  and  allocation  of  nearby 
land  for  recreational  purposes.  (  Mass.  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan 
1966.  Mass.  Dept  of  Natural  ResourceiT) 

2.  In  Massachusetts  the  supply  of  public  land  for  recreation  of 
regional  significance  falls  62,000  below  the  average  when  compared 
on  the  basis  of  use  vdth  the  adjacent  states  of  Conneticut 

and  New  York.  The  greatest  shortage  is  in  the  state's  metro- 
politan areas.  (  I966  Mass.  Plg-n  )Cevelopraent  of  facilities  on 
a  regional  basis  could  help  reduce  this  deficiency. 


Social 


3.  Surface  materials  used  in  play  should  complement  the     ^ 
the  actiTities  planned.   The  pro-.rlsion  of  lighting  for  safeoj 
and  for  evening  activity  in  the  neighborhood  play  space  is 
necessary.   -\  neighborhood  play  space  should  have 
convenient  and  attractive  pedestrian  and  bicycle  access  _ 
from  the  area  it  serves.  Every  fouT  to  six  years  each  neighbor- 
hood's recreation  facilities  should  be  re-evaluated  m  terras  of 
current  needs.  Routine,  standardized  play  eqmpment  should 
be  avoided.   (^Recreation.  City  Plan  Commission.  Hew  Haven 
Conn.  Sept»  1965. 

U.  Multipurpose  spaces  inside  schools  can  be  convertrd  from 
caferteria  to  gy.rmasiui-a  to  ballroom  to  auditorixim  to  adA;.lt- 
community- activity  meeting  room. 

5.  Ple\-  equipment  should  be  designed  mth  all  children 
in  mind,  meamng  the  exceptional  chJ.ld  and  the  retarded  child 
etc'  (  B.  Aaron  aJid  B.  Winawer.  Child's  Play:  A  creative 
awroach  to  pla^yspaces  for  today's  chilrh-en.  1965) 


1.  jireas  and  facilities  should  be  planned  in  relation  to  x.he 
social  and  economc  characteristics  of  the  community.  The 
feasibilitv  of  provJ-ding  specific  programs  in  a  particular  local- 
ity is  influenced  by  the  interests  and  financial  resoiu-ces  of  los 
total  population.  (  Planning  /ireas  and  Facilities  for  Health 
Physical  Education  and  Recreation.  II. Y.  1965) 

2.  Ponulati on  estimates  for  metropolitaji  Boston  __ 
show  that  during  the  ne:ct  20  years  aliaost  half  oui^  total  popula-oior 
VTill  be  under  25  years  of  age.  This  is  this   is  the  age  group 
most  frecuently  utilizing  the  recreational  facilities  and  ^ 

any  increase  in  this  group  villi  have  a  proportionate  eiiec^ 
upon  the  nuraber  of  facilities  needed  for  the  area.  (,  R^PC; 

Income  and  age  are  the  two  main  factors  in  recreation 
p. ^.rti citation.  Time  and  Honey  are  the  two  major_^_^ 
constraints.  (  '■^.t^r-oxj^atedjie^^ 
Federal  vJater  Pollution  Control  I9S6T 

Recreational  facilities  are  a  learning  tool  for  children  and 
should  be  apur cached  as  such  in  design.  This  could 
directly  tie' in  mth. head  start  prograias  and  day  care  cenuers. 
(  Cliild'  s  _?l.ay,  Aaron  and  Winawer  ) 
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Economic 


Goverioraen't 


1.  Traditionally,  State  recreational  programs  have 
directed,  park  acquisition  to  rural  areas.  Now  that 
iix-ban  land  costs  have  risen  fiix-ther  vet_,  it  can  be 
argued,  it  is  too  late  to  shift  the  emphasis.  But  the 
metropolitan  recreation  problem  cannot  be  solved  somewhere  else. 
Acquisition  of  l?jid  in  high  density  areas  can  be  high 

density  areas  can  be  highly  economical.  That  is  where  the 
people  are.  (  Mass  1966  Recreation  Plan) 

2.  Fifty  percent  of  the  cost  of  acquisition  and  development 
of  land  for  recreation,  conservation,  or  other  public 
uses  whi.ch  conform  to  the  comprehensive  pl^-n  of  that 
cor.ir;rLmity,  TMs  includes  pvirchase  and  clearance  of  land  in 
built-up  areas  for  such  open  space  needs  as  par-ks,  squai^es, 
and  playgrounds.  (  P.L.  89-II7.  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  Act.  open  space  land  program.) 

3.  Fifty  to  100  per  cent  of  the  costs  for  development  of 
m.odel  supplementaiy  educational  centersl  prograaiis  and  services 
mil  be  paid  hj  the  federal  govt. 

h.   Up  to  7^  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  recreation  and  other 
leisure  time  facilities  for  the  elderly  mil  be 
subsidi.zed  by  the  federal  gov-b.   (  P.L.  89-73,  Older 
Araericans  Act  ) 

$.   1-Iaterials  used  in  construction  of  play  facilities  irill 
reduce  replacement  costs.  (  Child's  Flay  ) 

6.  Introduction  of  recreation  units  mthin  the  Commimity's 
high  density  mil  supplement  public  recreation 
faci3.ities. 


1.  Citizen  participation  in  this  area  would  be  beneficial, 
however  administration"  of  facilities  could  be  haaidled 
by  e;d.sting  agencies,  e::.  I-IDG.  Some  recreational  facilities, 
such  as  the  ed;acational  park  wou.ld  fall  under  their 
jurisdiction,  be  it  City  of  Boston  or  the  Coriimurdty  Cooperative. 
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